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the problems incident to the employ-
ment of blind individuals; one who is 
conversant with the problems incident 
to the employment of persons with 
other severe disabilities; one who rep-
resents blind individuals employed in 
qualified nonprofit agencies for the 
blind; and one who represents persons 
with severe disabilities (other than 
blindness) employed in qualified non-
profit agencies employing persons with 
severe disabilities. 

§ 51–2.2 Powers and responsibilities. 
The Committee is responsible for car-

rying out the following functions in 
support of its mission of providing em-
ployment and training opportunities 
for persons who are blind or have other 
severe disabilities and, whenever pos-
sible, preparing those individuals to en-
gage in competitive employment: 

(a) Establish rules, regulations, and 
policies to assure effective implemen-
tation of the JWOD Act. 

(b) Determine which commodities 
and services procured by the Federal 
Government are suitable to be fur-
nished by qualified nonprofit agencies 
employing persons who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities and add 
those items to the Committee’s Pro-
curement List. Publish notices of addi-
tion to the Procurement List in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. Disseminate infor-
mation on Procurement List items to 
Federal agencies. Delete items no 
longer suitable to be furnished by non-
profit agencies. Authorize and de-
authorize central nonprofit agencies 
and nonprofit agencies to accept orders 
from contracting activities for the fur-
nishing of specific commodities and 
services on the Procurement List. 

(c) Determine fair market prices for 
items added to the Procurement List 
and revise those prices in accordance 
with changing market conditions to as-
sure that the prices established are re-
flective of the market. 

(d) Monitor nonprofit agency compli-
ance with Committee regulations and 
procedures. 

(e) Inform Federal agencies about the 
AbilityOne Program and the statutory 
mandate that items on the Procure-
ment List be purchased from qualified 
nonprofit agencies, and encourage and 
assist entities of the Federal Govern-

ment to identify additional commod-
ities and services that can be pur-
chased from qualified nonprofit agen-
cies. To the extent possible, monitor 
Federal agencies’ compliance with 
JWOD requirements. 

(f) Designate, set appropriate ceilings 
on fee paid to these central nonprofit 
agencies by nonprofit agencies selling 
items under the AbilityOne Program, 
and provide guidance to central non-
profit agencies engaged in facilitating 
the distribution of Government orders 
and helping State and private non-
profit agencies participate in the 
AbilityOne Program. 

(g) Conduct a continuing study and 
evaluation of its activities under the 
JWOD Act for the purpose of assuring 
effective and efficient administration 
of the JWOD Act. The Committee may 
study, independently, or in cooperation 
with other public or nonprofit private 
agencies, problems relating to: 

(1) The employment of the blind or 
individuals with other severe disabil-
ities. 

(2) The development and adaptation 
of production methods which would en-
able a greater utilization of these indi-
viduals. 

(h) Provide technical assistance to 
the central nonprofit agencies and the 
nonprofit agencies to contribute to the 
successful implementation of the 
JWOD Act. 

(i) Assure that nonprofit agencies 
employing persons who are blind will 
have priority over nonprofit agencies 
employing persons with severe disabil-
ities in furnishing commodities. 

[56 FR 48977, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 59 
FR 59341, Nov. 16, 1994; 71 FR 68493, Nov. 27, 
2006] 

§ 51–2.3 Notice of proposed addition or 
deletion. 

At least 30 days prior to the Commit-
tee’s consideration of the addition or 
deletion of a commodity or service to 
or from the Procurement List, the 
Committee publishes a notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER announcing the pro-
posed addition or deletion and pro-
viding interested persons an oppor-
tunity to submit written data or com-
ments on the proposal. Interested per-
sons submitting comments in bound 
form should also submit an unbound 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 10:15 Aug 17, 2009 Jkt 217175 PO 00000 Frm 00058 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217175.XXX 217175cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
D

V
H

8Z
91

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



49 

Cmte. for Purchase from Blind, Severely Disabled § 51–2.6 

copy that is capable of being legibly 
photocopied. 

[59 FR 59341, Nov. 16, 1994] 

§ 51–2.4 Determination of suitability. 

(a) For a commodity or service to be 
suitable for addition to the Procure-
ment List, each of the following cri-
teria must be satisfied: 

(1) Employment potential. The pro-
posed addition must demonstrate a po-
tential to generate employment for 
persons who are blind or have other se-
vere disabilities. 

(2) Nonprofit agency qualifications. The 
nonprofit agency (or agencies) pro-
posing to furnish the item must qualify 
as a nonprofit agency serving persons 
who are blind or have other severe dis-
abilities, as set forth in part 51–4 of 
this chapter. 

(3) Capability. The nonprofit agency 
(or agencies) desiring to furnish a com-
modity or service under the JWOD Pro-
gram must satisfy the Committee as to 
the extent of the labor operations to be 
performed and that it will have the ca-
pability to meet Government quality 
standards and delivery schedules by 
the time it assumes responsibility for 
supplying the Government. 

(4) Level of impact on the current con-
tractor for the commodity or service. (i) In 
deciding whether or not a proposed ad-
dition to the Procurement List is like-
ly to have a severe adverse impact on 
the current contractor for the specific 
commodity or service, the Committee 
gives particular attention to: 

(A) The possible impact on the con-
tractor’s total sales, including the 
sales of affiliated companies and par-
ent corporations. In addition, the Com-
mittee considers the effects of previous 
Committee actions. 

(B) Whether that contractor has been 
a continuous supplier to the Govern-
ment of the specific commodity or 
service proposed for addition and is, 
therefore, more dependent on the in-
come from such sales to the Govern-
ment. 

(ii) If there is not a current contract 
for the commodity or service being 
proposed for addition to the Procure-
ment List, the Committee may con-
sider the most recent contractor to fur-
nish the item to the Government as the 

current contractor for the purpose of 
determining the level of impact. 

(b) In determining the suitability of a 
commodity or service for addition to 
the Procurement List, the Committee 
also considers other information it 
deems pertinent, including comments 
on a proposal published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER to add the commodity or 
service to the Procurement List and in-
formation submitted by Government 
personnel and interested persons. Be-
cause the Committee’s authority to es-
tablish fair market prices is separate 
from its authority to determine the 
suitability of a commodity or service 
for addition to the Procurement List, 
the Committee does not consider com-
ments on proposed fair market prices 
for commodities and services proposed 
for addition to the Procurement List to 
be pertinent to a suitability determina-
tion. 

[56 FR 48977, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 59 
FR 59341, Nov. 16, 1994; 62 FR 66529, Dec. 19, 
1997] 

§ 51–2.5 Committee decision. 
The Committee considers the par-

ticular facts and circumstances in each 
case in determining if a commodity or 
service is suitable for addition to the 
Procurement List. When the Com-
mittee determines that a proposed ad-
dition is likely to have a severe adverse 
impact on a current contractor, it 
takes this fact into consideration in 
deciding not to add the commodity or 
service to the Procurement List, or to 
add only a portion of the Government 
requirement for the item. If the Com-
mittee decides to add a commodity or 
service in whole or in part to the Pro-
curement List, that decision is an-
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER with 
a notice that includes information on 
the effective date of the addition. 

[59 FR 59342, Nov. 16, 1994] 

§ 51–2.6 Reconsideration of Committee 
decision. 

(a) The Committee may reconsider 
its decision to add items to the Pro-
curement List if it receives pertinent 
information which was not before it 
when it initially made the decision. 
Unless otherwise provided by the Com-
mittee, requests for reconsideration 
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